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Luxury flats?
I'll take three

OWTO explainthe
abiding appeal
of St John's Wood
and Hampstead?
Gideon Gold, who
hasrecently taken
over as manager
for Hamptons
International’s
office in St John’s Wood, says: “A lot
of international investors are keen
to buy here while the pound is weak.
London has been a good investment
for a while. It’s a very international
market here. You tend to find that
people own three or four properties
in the block and we geta lot of people
from out of town buying pieds-a-terre
here.”

He admits that St John's Wood is
busy while Hampstead is compara-
tively quiet. “There is some caution in
the air, but we won’t be as badly affect-
ed [by the downturn in the market] as
otherareasin London.”

Hamptons recently sold a two-bed-
room property in Alma Square, NW8
for £1,099 million. The agent has han-
dled the last four properties sold in
thatsquare. “Prices have slightly tailed
off,” says Mr Gold. “But with people

back from holiday, we expect them to
put their property hats back on.”

Part of the appeal of these areas is
the quality of property available. Agent
Glentree Estates and developer Albany
Homes International have launched
West Heath Place, NWii,on the Finchley
Road, offering a range of apartments,
penthouses and a unique cottage.

Designed by architect Igal Yawetz,
the 48 contemporary apartments and
penthouses have a concierge, on-site
gym, underground parking and CCTV.
Every apartment features a tefrace or
balcony, some measuring more than
1,000 sq ft, almost as big as the apart-
ments. The development stands in
landscaped grounds and communal
gardens.

Karen Morris of Glentree Estates
New Homes comments: “The wide
range of homes have been designed
to suit everyone’s needs, from two-
bedroom apartments ideal for couples
and professionals to larger three- and
four-bedroom apartments, perfect for
families and those seeking more space.
We expect to receive a lot of interest in
this exciting new development.”

The homes at West Heath Place fea-

ture a high specification, with oak

engineered flooring in the entrance
hall and living rooms, built-in custom
wardrobes for the master and second
bedroom:; fitted walk-in wardrobes to
the dressing rooms (in selected apart-

ments); brushed chrome light switch-
es and sockets; recessed downlighters
(of which 25 per cent are low-energy);
mood lighting (in some apartments);
Sky Plus; pre-wiring for wall-mounted
televisions and touch panels to control
heating, blinds and lighting.

Kitchens come with custom-made
Poggenpohl cabinetry, Miele appli-
ances, granite worktops and porce-
lain floor tiles. All have an integrated
dishwasher, fridge/freezer, oven and
microwave and some include a wash-
erfdryer. '

Bathrooms offer Villeroy & Boch san-
itaryware with chrome fittings, Durav-
it baths with mirrored bath panels,
wall-hung wood veneer Vanitory units
with stone tops and an Aqua television,
while walk-in wet rooms have glass
screens. Prices start from £795,000 for
atwo-bedroom apartment.

At Camden, The Henson is a devel-
opment by Londonewcastle. Designer
Tara Bernerd of Target Living is respon-
sible for all interior architecture,
including the two-bedroom show
apartment. Architect Tate Hindle
has sympathetically renovated the
building while retaining the original
fagade.

The six-storey canalside building
comprises 46 apartments of one to

three bedrooms; two two-bedroom
penthouses and two four-bedroom
duplex penthouses. Most properties
have terraces{balconies and the duplex
penthouses will have roof terraces,

One-bedroom apartments start from
£450,000; two-bedroom apartments
from £650,000; three-bedroom apart-
ments and two-bedroom penthouses
from £1 million. Agents are Pilcher Her-
shman and Aston Chase.
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Above: West
Heath Place,
designerliving
on the Finchley
Road.Agent:
Glentree Estates.
Left:living area
atThe Henson,
in Camden,
where prices are
from £450,000.
Agents: Pilcher
Hershman and
Aston Chase

Reproduced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright

owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd.

161913677 - CHRKEM - CA967-62

Avrticle Page 2 of 2



